
 

Sermon   “How to Identify and Overcome our Vanity Problem” 
 

Response 

†Hymn of Preparation        “Take My Life”                 Blue Hymnal #391 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 

Offering of our Tithes and Gifts 
 
Offertory                          “Sweet Peace”                      Smith               

†Doxology    “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Blue Hymnal#592 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

†Hymn of Dedication        “Just As I Am”         Blue Hymnal#370 

† Benediction     “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” (vs 1) BlHymnal#538 

Postlude                 “Hymn of Praise”                    Denton 
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We welcome you to First Presbyterian Church of Carroll!  We are blessed to have 

you worshipping with us today. If you would like to learn more about First Presbyterian or 
about joining please contact Pastor Mike Fitzsimmons on his cell @ 712-830-0625 or email 

firstpccarroll@msn.com or online at www.1st-presb.org 

†Congregation standing  if able  

 
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

 
Words of Meditation 
Ȱ6ÁÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÖÁÎÉÔÉÅÓȦ !ÌÌ ÉÓ ÖÁÎÉÔÙȱ ɉ%ÃÃÌÅÓÉÁÓÔÅÓ ρȡςɊȢ $ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÖÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÂÁÄ 
for us? It focuses are attention on things that are always changing: our faces, our bodies, 
ÏÕÒ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ÉÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
that never change: God, Jesus, and the importance of being faithful and loving people? 
Moving beyond vanity begins when we discover that we cannot find self-worth in our 
accomplishments, nor can we remain at the center of the universe forever and cannot 
enjoy success and satisfaction in every endeavor. It is only when we make changes in 
our lives that have meaning-changes that allow us to enter into truly life-giving 
relationships with God and the people around us. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude                             “Gentle Shepherd, Lead Us”                        Koury                                                     

† Call to Worship (in unison) 

The God that calls us and knows our every weakness is also the God who redeems 
us. With confidence let us worship God with praise and adoration.  In the words of 
David, “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am 
helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to Him in song.” 

† Hymn of Praise          ȰBe Thou My Visionȱ       Blue Hymnal #339 

 
Call to Confession 
 

 
 

†Prayer of Confession (unison)   

Mighty and merciful God, forgive us. We are so easily swayed by the ways of the 
world, failing to remember that we are a part of your creation and all that you 
created is good. Our focus is on appearance, whether it is how we look, or what 
we own. We go into debt trying to fulfill our material desires to impress others, 
forgetting what is truly of value. Help us to turn our attention away from 
ourselves and toward others. Guide us in using our talents and money wisely that 
honors you. May we live our lives in a way that demonstrates that you are our 
heart’s desire! Hear now our silent confessions. 
 
Silent Confessions and Assurance of Pardon 
 
The Psalmist reminds us that the Lord is merciful and gracious slow to anger and 
ÁÂÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÓÔÅÁÄÆÁÓÔ ÌÏÖÅȢ &ÏÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ÓÏ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
steadfast love toward us; as far as the east is from the west, God removes our 
transgressions from us. Thanks be to God! 
 

Congregational Response       “'ÌÏÒÙ "Å ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȱ               Blue Hymnal#577 

†Apostle’s Creed                         Traditional                                   p. 14 

†Passing the Peace of Christ 

Proclamation 
Prayer of Illumination (unison) 
Gracious and loving God, open your Word to us. We open our hearts to receive your 

timeless truths, to be changed by what we hear and by experiencing your presence with 

us. Amen 

 
Scripture:   
Old Testament:  Ecclesiastes 1:2; 12-14; 2:18-23 

 New Testament: Luke 12: 13-21 
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Announcements!  
 

Congregational Meeting after Services today! 

For the dissolution of the pastoral relationship with  

Pastor Mike Fitzsimmons 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 8th  
Greeters-Jim & Becky Venner 

Offering- Candice & Taylor Ostrich 
Usher – LaVonne Baumhover 

 

 

Wednesday, August 10
th

- PW Meeting 11:30am 

 
American Red Cross is having a blood drive Carroll on Wednesday, August 4

th
 

from Noon-6pm and Thursday, August 5
th
 from 9am-2pm at the Carrollton Inn 

Ballroom.  For more information or to schedule an appointment call Janet at 

792-4217. 
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