Matthew 19: 13-15
Life would be pretty dull without children around. Things might be a little neater, but life would be pretty dull! I found this little tidbit about the top ten things you might not know if you have not had children that are under ten years of age around the house. For those of us who already have children past this age, the list will be funny. For you who have children that are under ten years of age, you might not find the list very amusing!
10. A king size waterbed holds enough water to fill a 2000 square foot house 4 inches deep.
9. Play Dough and Microwaves should not be used in the same sentence.
8. No matter how much Jell-O you put in a wading pool, you still cannot walk on water.
7. Marbles in the gas tanks make a lot of noise when you are driving.
6. VCR’s do not eject PB&J sandwiches!
5. If you hook a dog leash over a ceiling fan, the motor is not strong enough to rotate a 42 lb. girl or boy wearing either their Batman underwear and or a Superman cape-it is not going to work!
4. The spin cycle on the washing machine does not make earthworms dizzy. It will make cats dizzy. Cats will throw up twice their body weight when they are dizzy.
3. Certain LEGO”S can pass through the digestive tract of a four year old.
2. A three year olds’ voice is louder than 200 adults in a crowded restaurant.
1. When you hear the toilet flush and the words “Uh-oh,” it is already too late.
Now my message this morning is going to be very brief-The Bible teaches us that children are a blessing!  Psalm 127 says that are children are heritages from the Lord: “Like arrows in the hands of the warrior, are sons and daughters are born in one’s youth. Blessed is the one whose quiver is full.” 
It is interesting that Matthew, Mark and Luke agree with the account of Jesus telling his disciples to let the little children come to Him! One time, Jesus was asked by his disciple’s who is the greatest in the kingdom of God. Sitting down with them, Jesus said. “If anyone wants to be first, you must be the very last and the servant of all” (Mark 9:35). And then Jesus took a little child into his arms, and the said, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me…”
Children are very important to Jesus and they should be important to us! There is a story that helps bring this issue to a point: 
A father had promised to take his two sons to the circus. At lunch he received a phone call on some urgent business at work and it required his attention. The two boys braced for the disappointment. And then they heard him say, “No, I will not be down. It will have to wait.”
When he came back to the table, his wife said, “You can take the boys to the circus some other time.” And the father said, “I know, but childhood doesn’t.”
The father made time for his children. Jesus made time for children. In our children, we can see wonderful possibilities, but in our Lord’s eyes He sees so much more! In Mark, chapter 10, Jesus takes the children in his arms and blesses them! 
For the new parents, parenting requires spiritual priorities and determination. When my class was invited to the Hindu Temple it was fascinating to watch the parents and their children as they practiced their faith together. It was especially remarkable to watch and listen to the children as they recited the prayers! You can tell the parents took their spiritual responsibility very seriously. Too many parents have let the children make the decisions that we are losing a generation that really needs to know Jesus!
There has been an e-mail that has been circulating that says, “I had a “drug” problem when I was young person and a teenager. I was drug to church on Sunday morning. I was drug to church on Sunday night. I was drug to church on Wednesday night. I was drug to Sunday school every week. I was drug to Vacation Bible School. I was drug to the woodshed when I needed it. I still live with the affects of this drug problem. If more children had this drug problem, many of them might have fewer of the other drug problems!
This morning there are three points I would like to make about our text-Indifferent disciples, a welcoming Jesus, and the splendor of children!
(1) The disciples had the best of intentions when they thought that by protecting Jesus he would be able to get the right amount of rest.  For them, there were other priorities and there were only so many hours left in the day. Maybe they thought that having the children see Jesus was a waste of his time. Jesus needed to spend time in prayer with the adults and the movers and the shakers and the powerful and influential. It could have been that they thought Jesus needed to spend more time with those that were sick and in need of their Master’s attention.
As adults, we may relate to that. We often consider children a bother and a distraction. They don’t know any better.  If they had more patience like we do today, maybe it would be easier to accept them. 
Here is a quote for you:  “Children now love luxury, have bad manners, contempt for authority, show disrespect to their elders and love chatter in the place of exercise. Children are now tyrants, not the servants of their households.  They no longer rise when the elders come into the room. They contradict their parents, and chatter before company…” 
Who said that? An irritated senior citizen? No! A junior high school teacher? Not even close. Parents? Probably? The actual quote is from Socrates, the Greek philosopher who lived over 2000 years ago. Interesting how things really have not changed.
It is so easy for adults in the church to buy into the notion that children are a bother. Think about, church would be a lot quieter without children.  The church could be a lot neater. No running in the sanctuary or down the halls and fewer marks on the tables and the walls. A church without kids can spend a lot less time on Sunday school programs and youth ministry.  Most of us adults feel that we have done our time! Such a church needs fewer volunteers! Maybe that is how the disciples felt? 
How wrong they were and how wrong we are!
(2) Jesus welcomed children! He insisted that there was no more important than these little ones. “For such is the kingdom,” Jesus said. In a sense, Jesus was making a clear statement that rather than children being a bother and a distraction, children are absolutely necessary to our understanding of what God wants. Church would probably be a dark and dismal place without children. As young people, we needed to know that Jesus loved us, and we need to let our children know today that they are truly a blessing and are welcomed in the church! I believe the key to a successful children’s ministry and the secret for raising our kids are the same: time and undivided attention. Nothing is more valuable than spending time with a child. It takes a caring adult. It takes a caring church!
(3) The splendor of children. There are some childlike characteristics that Jesus would commend to all of us. If we want to get into the kingdom of God, we must become like children in terms of humility. To a child, the state of dependence is a perfectly natural state. Children are content to be utterly dependent upon those who love them and care for them. I believe as adults if we would accept the fact that we are dependent upon God, a new strength and a new peace would enter into our hearts! I truly believe it takes time, money, and volunteers to keep children’s ministries going.  When we think of the splendor of young, vibrant children in our church, we want this to be a place where any child in Carroll and the surrounding areas is welcome and they can find a warm welcome and lots of adults who love and care for them. 
In conclusion, it is never too early to begin to introduce children to Jesus. I guarantee you that we need the parents support and encouragement of their children, even if it means making church a priority in our lives. Life indeed would be a lot duller without small children around. Church would be neater, but duller! Parents were bringing their children to Jesus. The original language of the text makes it clear that this was an ongoing effort. Even when they were turned away, the parents kept trying again and again. Whatever it was, they wanted Jesus to bless their children and pray for them. Shouldn’t we want the same for our children?
I want to share with you a story. Just this last week I was visiting one of our shut-ins and had the opportunity to meet their daughter, who was visiting for the day. I was introduced as her pastor to the daughter. The daughter’s eyes lit up. “We were raised in the Carroll church, and what I remember the most was the mission trip we took to Arizona with our youth group. That experience forever changed my life.” 
Jesus had time for everybody, including children. Are we taking the time with our children? I know that Jesus’ love sees the great potential in our young people. Jesus can see wonderful possibilities in them even when we do not notice. We never know what life changing affect we can have on a young person’s life.
The time is now! The prophecy of Isaiah speaks of Jesus when it says “He tends his flock like a shepherd; He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; and he gently leads those that have young” (Isaiah 40: 11).
Jesus loves the little children. We should love the little children. May we be challenged to consider opportunities in opening are arms to receive them! May we make time for our young people in our families and in the church! May every child and every parent that is looking for a church home and who come through the doors leave feeling a sense that this is a place where Jesus goes!
Amen. 


	 
