March 14, 2010 Sermon
“The Sense of Belonging”
John 19: Mary and the Beloved Disciple
Look around and you will find people who need to make changes in their live. It could even be us. Maybe you know someone that really does not know Christ or someone who does but their lives reflect a sense of loneliness and despair or anger and resentment. The most powerful way to effect change in another person’s life is by praying.  The Apostle Paul has given us a prayer pattern in Colossians 1: 9-11 that is Christ centered and specific. 
“For this reason, since the day we heard about you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of His will and understanding. That you may live a life that is worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way…being strengthened…that you may have great endurance and patience, giving thanks to the Father.”
For me, knowing that people are praying for me and thinking about me gives me a sense of belonging! When we pray for others in Christ’s name it gives us a sense of hope, purpose and belonging.
When I reflect on the scene as the brokenhearted Mary gazes up at her son, and she hears those words from her Son, I cannot be feel a deep devotion by Jesus to give Mary and the beloved disciple, John a sense of belong. Not only taking care of each other, but in becoming a true disciple of Jesus, Mary exemplifies a person who receives a blessing, a prayer! 
“As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you,” spoken of God by the prophet Isaiah in Chapter 66:13
This morning we will reflect upon the life of Mary, we will attempt to understand Jesus’ words to her, “Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And finally we will understand the blessing of belonging to God as we focus on God, as it helps us focus on life’s problems, and as it gives us our faith, our ministry and our mission.
There were more women than men at the cross, as far as Jesus’ followers go! There was Mary, the wife of Clophas, Mary Magdalene, and of course Mary, Jesus’ mother. There was also the beloved disciple. 
Mary is gazing at her young son. As a mother she did everything that God had asked her to do. As a teenager, pregnant, she was tried, tested, and kept the truth! It was not easy to bring a child into the world that was conceived miraculously in the midst of all the gossip and hurtful words. But she and Joseph stood their ground and followed God rather than the world! 
When he was of age, they took him to the temple for purification. At the foot of the cross those haunting words spoken by Simeon in the temple were now true.
Simeon said to Mary, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your heart too.” (Luke 34b-35) 
As she gazed upon her Son hanging on the cross, she knew that this was the sword that would pierce her heart.  Alone in her thoughts, she looks around. There were more there who knew nothing of her son, and those that did were nowhere in sight! 
How fast life goes by! We think we have all the time in the world, but we don’t! We need only to look around and find people who are hurting and struggling with their lives. Mary was no exception. When she is about to give birth, she endures the hardship of travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. When Herod was looking for her infant son, she and Joseph fled to Egypt. When the religious leaders turn against her son, she suffers. When her people reject him, her heart is heavy with grief.
Now his hands are nailed to a tree. Hs brow is bleeding. His throat parched. A mother never abandons her child. His pain is her suffering.  His death is her broken heart. Who this morning can fathom the depths of a mother’s love.
Matthew, Mark, Luke all place the “other woman” on the scene “at a distance.” But John places Mary right next to the cross. The woman closest to him in life is closest to him in death. Love gives Mary the courage to be there.
The crowd is drunk with mockery. The criminal to the left is hurling insults. The one to the right is begging for mercy and forgiveness. Mary is silent. Not one word from Mary’s lips.
As Jesus was faithful to the Father, Mary was faithful to her son. She stands!
Jesus looks down from the cross. He speaks. He reveals Mary’s new role.
Jesus said to his mother, “Woman, behold your son.” Then to the disciple, “Behold your mother.” John does not place the personal names of either Mary or John on the lips of the crucified Jesus. He uses titles because he wants us to see these individuals in their new role for future followers, not in their personal relationships. 
Jesus’ words give new meaning! Jesus spoke and water turned to wine. Jesus spoke and the bread multiplied. Jesus spoke and called Lazarus from the dead. He speaks from the cross. His words create a new reality, a new relationship, a new sense of belonging, new salvation!
Jesus first entrusts the beloved disciple to Mary. Mary is to care for the disciple. Jesus word provides a gift of his mother to the disciple. He is not renouncing his bond that binds him to Mary. He is expanding it and elevating it. The beloved disciple is every true believer and Mary’s motherhood is now universal for we are all placed in her care.
Second, Jesus says, “Woman, behold your Son.” It is the second annunciation. Mary became the mother of the son of God. At the word of the Son of God, she now becomes the mother of all God’s children.
The cross is the hour of redemption. The cross is when God’s plan for salvation is accomplished. And now every disciple of is bound to Mary in the order of grace. She is our mother for all of eternity because she gives us a sense of belonging and purpose.
It is the blessing of belonging that helps us focus on God. As Peter says, it is through the resurrection of Jesus Christ and “into a new inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for us.” (1 Peter 1:3)
It is the blessing of belonging that helps focus life’s problems. We are there for each other, standing by one another in comfort and compassion, and praying for each other. Paul tells us 1 Thessalonians 5:10 that we are to “encourage each other and give to each other strength.”
It is the blessing of belonging that helps clarify our faith, ministry and mission. Motivation is important in everything we do in life. Our faith and ministry are motivated by our love of Christ. The sufficiency of his words is enough truth for us. His death on the cross is a constant reminder of what he has done for us. In addition, the need of humanity cries out to us and that every person we help lead into a relationship in Christ is viewed as a person that Christ died for.
When we reflect upon the words of Jesus to Mary and the beloved disciple, we see the ground is level at the foot of the cross. Jesus words bring all believers together! We belong! We stand! We love! We pray!
We know there are people all around us that need are help! Our Lord has no hands but our hands to do His work today! Our Lord has no feet but our feet to lead people in His way. And our Lord has no tongue but our tongues to tell us that He died for us. It is Jesus leading us to pray for others. Jesus is calling us to finish the work that He started. We are not alone in this endeavor but we are bound to Mary and the beloved disciple. 
“We know that we live in Him, and He in us, because He has given us his Spirit. “ And since “God loved us we also ought to love one another.” (1 John 4: 11 and 13).   Amen.
