June 6, 2020 Sermon

Seizing the Opportunity requires taking a first step, knowing that others may be watching around us as we put our trust in a God who will not let us down. So what opportunity are you going to seize today?

A Teacher Who Seized An Opportunity!

Teddy certainly qualified as “one of the least”. Disinterested in school, musty, wrinkled clothes, hair never combed. One of those kids in school with a deadpan face, expressionless, sort of a glassy, unfocused stare.
When Miss Thompson spoke to Teddy he always answered in monosyllables. Unattractive, unmotivated, & distant, he was just plain hard to like. Even though his teacher said she loved all in her class the same, down inside she wasn’t being completely honest.


Whenever she marked Teddy’s papers, she got a certain perverse pleasure out of putting Xs next to the wrong answers & when she put the Fs at the top of the papers, she always did it with a flair. She should have known better; she had Teddy’s records & she knew more about him than she wanted to admit
 With his attitude and poor home situation. 





2nd Grade: Teddy could do better, mother is seriously ill. He receives little help at home 3rd Grade: Teddy is a good boy but too serious.
He is a slow learner. His mother died this year.
4th Grade: Teddy is very slow, but well behaved.
His father shows no interest.

Christmas came & the boys and girls in Miss Thompson’s class brought her Christmas presents. They piled their presents on her desk & crowded around to watch her open them. Among the presents was one from Teddy.

She was surprised that he had brought her a gift, but he had. Teddy’s gift was wrapped in brown paper & was held together with Scotch Tape. On the paper were written the simple words, “For Miss Thompson from Teddy.”

When she opened teddy’s present, out fell a gaudy rhinestone bracelet, with half the stones missing, & a bottle of cheap perfume. The other boys & girls began to giggle & smirk over Teddy’s gift, but Miss Thompson at least had enough sense to silence them by immediately putting on the bracelet & putting some of the perfume on her wrist.
At the end of the day, when school was over & the other children had left, Teddy lingered behind. He slowly came over to her desk & said softly, “Miss Thompson.....you smell just like my mother....and her Bracelet looks real pretty on you too.
When Teddy left, Miss Thompson got down on her knees & asked God to forgive her. The next day when the children came to school, they were welcomed by a New Teacher. Miss Thompson had become a different person.


She was no longer just a Teacher; she had become an Agent of God. She was now a person committed to loving her children & doing things for them that would live on after her.


She helped all the children, but especially the slow ones, & especially Teddy. By the end of the school year, Teddy showed dramatic improvement. He had caught up with most of the class & was even ahead of some.


She didn’t hear from Teddy for a Long Time, then one day, she receive a note that read:
Dear Miss Thompson;
I wanted you to be the first to know
I will be graduating second in my class:
Four years later, another note came:

Dear Miss Thompson;
They just told me I will be graduating first in my class. I wanted you to be the first to know. The university has not been easy, but I liked it. I will become a doctor and will be getting married.
Miss Thompson went to that wedding & sat where Teddy’s mother would have sat. She deserved to sit there; she had done something for Teddy that he could never have done!

Missed opportunities are a part of life! Regrets? We all have them. Claude McDonald says that opportunity is a bird that never perches. 


Missed opportunities to make a positive difference in a person’s life:



Someone hurting; with our families because we are too busy!


Even in the Bible, missed opportunities:



Noah’s day people had a chance to come onto the ark, but they were busy with life and they laughed at Noah and his ark!



One of the thieves on the cross had an opportunity!



The story of the Good Samaritan!

          When Peter saw Jesus walking on water, he asked the Lord to let him come to Him, and Jesus said, “Come.” And Peter stepped out of the boat into the water. Peter had to take the first step. He was not going to miss this opportunity! He had no regrets.

 
Faith always begins with a first step. For just a fleeting moment Peter experienced victory. He was walking on water in the midst of the storm, just as God wants us to walk in victory in the midst of our storm.


•
Taking the First Step

We always like to look at the bad! The storm clouds that seem to gather around us! Sometimes, those storms can be very dark. In Matthew’s account we read of the storm that surrounded the boat of the disciples. The first thing I want you to notice was the distance they were from the shore. They were in the middle of the sea. The wind was howling. It was tossing the little boat, to and fro, up and down. Water was coming into the boat and blowing into their faces. Another problem was that it was at night. And yet when Peter saw his savior, he wanted to come to Him! 

Peter exercised a certain amount of faith when he put his foot in the water. This is the first step toward our salvation as we know that Jesus has already taken the first step toward us! Jesus says in John’s Gospel that all that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away (John 6:37). When we take that first step toward him, Jesus will be there! 

Jesus wants us to come also. To take that first step! Martin Luther King once said that we have to take the first step, even when we don’t see the entire staircase!


•
The second step is a lot harder. When Peter took his second step, he took his eye off of Jesus and began to sink. Living by faith is never easy. People close to us are watching us wanting to know what our next step will be. There were 11 disciples who remained in the boat. Not one of them attempted to do what Peter did. But you can believe that they watched him very closely as they watched in amazement what Peter was doing.  

It is always like that! When we are faced with the storms in our lives, people are watching us. The question is how will we respond? What example are we going to set for others? Are we truly willing to get out of the boat of what we believe he is safe and have the courage to walk on water? As Christians, we are mindful that during our most difficult points in life the “Lord is the stronghold in times of trouble (Psalm 37:39); and “even if the earth gives away” we will not fear because “God is our refuge and strength an ever present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).


•
Peter’s willingness to step out of the boat was evidence of his trust in God.  Psalm 91:2 says, “I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; my God; in Him I trust.” 

Peter had witnessed many miracles of Christ. He had witnessed the Lord multiplying the loaves and fishes. He witnessed the blind receiving sight and the lame walk! He witnessed the very power of God in Jesus Christ. This is why Peter was able to step out of the boat. It was an evidence of his trust.  He had a conditioned heart.

But he also had a confident heart. We know Peter had lapses of faith, when he denied Jesus; and there were his doubts following the crucifixion, but his faith was restored! I cherish the words of Jesus to Peter in Luke 22:31-32, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon that your faith may not fail. And when you turn back strengthen your brothers.”

Peter was truly tested! But his heart had been conditioned to see the marks of God’s power in all things. With a confident heart, he became better prepared to face the challenges before him. Do we have a true confident heart this morning?

There are many opportunities that are set before us. There are going to be times also that the Lord will ask us to leave the safety of the boat. Taking the first step is easy it is the second step that becomes the hardest for us. Yet, remember, we are examples for others.  May are hearts be conditioned and confident in the power of God in our lives. The Lord brought Peter through, and the Lord will bring us through. Have faith and trust in the Lord always! You may never know what impact today you can have on the future of those around you. Seize the opportunity and get out of your boat!

Amen.

