


Worship Service-Swan Lake, June 20, 2010
Psalm 128
Camping Camper Comments
These are actual comments left on U. S. Forest Service registration sheets and comment cards by backpackers completing wilderness camping trips:
· “A small deer came into my camp and stole my bag of pickles. Is there a way I can get reimbursed? Please call.” 
· “Escalators would help on steep uphill sections.” 
· “Instead of a permit system or regulations, the Forest Service needs to reduce worldwide population growth to limit the number of visitors to wilderness.” 
· “Trails need to be wider so people can walk while holding hands.” 
· “Ban walking sticks in wilderness. Hikers that use walking sticks are more likely to chase animals.” 
· “All the mile markers are missing this year.” 
· “Found a smoldering cigarette left by a horse.” 
· “Trails need to be reconstructed. Please avoid building trails that go uphill.” 
· “Too many bugs and leeches and spiders and spider webs. Please spray the wilderness to rid the area of these pests.” 
· “Please pave the trails so they can be plowed of snow in the winter.” 
· “Chair lifts need to be in some places so that we can get to wonderful views without having to hike to them.” 
· “The coyotes made too much noise last night and kept me awake. Please eradicate these annoying animals.” 
· “Reflectors need to be placed on trees every 50 feet so people can hike at night with flashlights.” 
· “Need more signs to keep area pristine.” 
· “A McDonald’s would be nice at the trail head.” 
· “The places where trails do not exist are not well marked.” 
· “Too many rocks in the mountains.” 
A Simple Answer
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson went on a camping trip. After a good meal, they lay down for the night and went to sleep. Some hours later, Holmes awoke and nudged his faithful friend. Holmes said: “Watson, look up and tell me what you see”. 
Watson said: “I see a fantastic panorama of countless stars”.
Holmes: “And what does that tell you?”
Watson pondered for a moment: “Astronomically, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in Leo. Horologically, I deduce that the time is approximately a quarter past three. Theologically, I can see that God is all powerful and that we are small and insignificant. Meteorologically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow.”
“Why? – What does it tell you, Holmes?”
Holmes was silent for a moment then spoke: “Someone has stolen our tent.”
“Reflections on Father’s Day”
This is Father’s Day! I read a recent article that says the seventy two percent of Americans plan to celebrate Father’s Day. Now I am not trying to say that Dad’s are second rated! The average cost of a Father’s Day gift is forty two dollars. The average cost of a Mother’s Day gift is sixty three dollars. Dads, we don’t get a lot of respect!
Yet, this is Father’s Day and we should take a few moments to reflect on what words can help us see our role as Dad’s, as well as Christians: We should give attention to our faith; give attention to our family, and give our attention to the future.
I. Give Attention to our Faith 
The key, I believe, to faith in a family is the faith of the father.  In Psalm 128:1 we read, “Blessed is the man who fears God.” There are many important decisions we need to make. The decision of what career to pursue is certainly important. The decision of the person you marry is very important. The decision about where you are going to live and bring up your family is very important. Yet, the wisest decision we will ever make as fathers and individuals is our relationship with Jesus Christ.

In Psalm 111:10 we see these words, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” This means that the wisest decision and the most important decision we will make is to invite Jesus Christ in our heart and into our lives. Our faith and our love for the Lord go hand in hand. In verse 2 of Psalm 128, says, “You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours.” There truly is something deeply satisfying when a man works and earns what he receives.  God intends for us to work and provide for our family. I do not think we should go overboard with our work and neglect our family. So, Dad this Father’s Day the greatest gift that you and your family can receive is to give your heart and life to Jesus Christ.
II. Give Attention to our Family
I am envious that you are here camping this weekend with your family. What better way to enjoy God’s creation than to be in the middle of it. If we want to have a happy Father’s Day we need to give attention to our family.  In verses 3 and 4 talks about the importance of family and notice in verse 3 it says “The wife shall be a fruitful vine within your house.” Take a look at your wife. You know the best marriage is between a deaf man and a blind woman.

What about your marriage? How is it between you and your mate? Dad’s need to be a spiritual leader because God has put us in our family, and what our family becomes will largely be dependent upon the leadership that Dad’s provide! It is our responsibility to bring our family to the house of God. It is our responsibility to be the spiritual leader of the home. Look at your companion: She is like a fruitful vine within our homes. Do you see what an ideal man makes out of his wife? 

And look at the children. Our children will be like olive plants around the table. There they sit around the table as vigorous and healthy young olive trees. Is there anything that gets closer to our hearts than our children? I know that there are many challenges that we face as fathers. It can be a very demanding responsibility and we have a responsibility to lead them in the things of the Lord.

III. Give Attention to Your Future
So if you want to have a Happy Father’s Day, give attention to your faith. If you want to have a Happy Father’s Day, give attention to your family. If you want to have a Happy Father’s Day, give attention to your future.  In verse 5, it says, “The Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life.” The writer is writing to a Jewish audience. When he makes a reference to Zion, he is talking about the political center. Zion is where the palace of David was, on Mount Zion, the political center of the Jews. Then he talks about Jerusalem, the social center of the Jewish people. God is promising the father that puts their faith in the Lord and the kind of man that he ought to be to his family, national blessings.

Martin Luther said this, “Household government is the fountain of political government. If you destroy the one, the other can’t exist.”  In other words, when we are what we ought to be in a nation and when our can lift the spiritual level of others and affect their behavior we can also lift the standards of the community around us. But, it begins in our families. It begins with us!
IV. Applications
1. Develop our relationship with God
Think for a moment about the joy of deed friendship. How would thinking of God and desiring a relationship with Him change your attitude? John 15:12 tells us that we are to love each other as I have loved you. 
Courteous is not a word often used to describe God. The Greek word that is translated in the New Testament comes from two words, one meaning “friend” and the other meaning “the mind.” To be courteous is to think of everyone as a friend-an attitude that God models for us. When Jesus revealed the courtesy of God in all relationships, Jesus told his early followers “I no longer call you servants…Instead I call you friends, for everything that I have learned from the Father I have made known to you” (John 15:15).

Often times we may feel distant from God, but I would encourage you to develop a relationship with God. God longs for our relationship with Him to thrive. God is ready to be your companion and guide, as true friends can be.

2. Be motivated by love and not fear
Our primary motive for serving God should be love. As the Apostle Paul said, “Christ’s love controls us” (2 Corinthians 5:14). Jesus told a story about a king who was going to leave and then return later, so he instructed his servants to invest a sum of money he had entrusted to them while he was away. These servants fit into three categories: the super faithful, the less faithful, and the unfaithful.

It is the unfaithful servant that I want to stress here: Not only was the servant unproductive, but had the audacity to blame his master for his shortcomings. We are like this servant. We have a faulty concept of God. We think God is unfair and demanding, and we become more motivated by fear that by love. So what is your purpose? What are you focused on? What are you doing with your life, and how does it impact your family? Be motivated by love, not fear!

3. May your mind be dominated by God!
The greatest key to winning the battles that are before us is to keep your mind dominated in the Word of God. I remember my grandfather telling me something that I am sure you have heard, “the devil knows that if he can take control of one small area in your life, he can expand and affect all areas of life.” Whatever life is bringing you, be strengthened by God’s word. Your family deserves it! You deserve it!  This is why Peter urges us to “…gird up the loins of your mind” (1 Peter 1:13). Take God’s Word deep into your heart and soul. 

Can you think of areas in your life that need to be changed?  Once you have identified those areas, what are you doing to make those changes?
Give attention to your faith, your family and your future! May the power of the Holy Spirit direct your life; fill your mind with God’s thoughts; allow God’s love to permeate your life, so that there is no fear but love! And always keep your mind on God!

Amen.
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