


June 13 Sermon
“Every Good Gift Comes From Above” James 1:17 Christ is the same, “yesterday, and today, and forever” Hebrews 13:8
“Nothing defines our age more than the furious and relentless increase in the rate of change,” writes the historian Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.

“Nothing endures but change.” 
Heraclitus (540 BC - 480 BC
Change your thoughts and you change your world. 
Norman Vincent Peale (1898 - 1993) 
Change  isn't good or bad. It's just the way of things. Nothing stays the same.  Take for example the following job duties for nurses in 1887.
In addition to caring for fifty patients, each nurse will follow these regulations: 
1. Daily sweep and mop floors of the ward, dust the patient’s furniture and windowsills.
2. Maintain an even temperature in your ward by bringing a scuttle of coal for the day’s business.
3. The nurse’s notes are important in aiding the physicians work. Make your pens carefully; you may whittle nibs to your individual taste.
4. Each nurse on day duty will report every day at 7am and leave at 8 pm, except on the Sabbath, on which day you will be off from 12 noon to 2 pm.
5. Any nurse who smokes, uses liquor in any form, gets her hair done at a beauty shop, or frequents dance halls will give the director of nurses good reason to suspect her worth, intentions and integrity.
6. The nurse who performs her labors and serves her patients and doctors faithfully and without fault for a period of five years will be given an increase by the hospital administration of five cents a day, providing there are no hospital debts outstanding.

As we chuckle about this, change is good. Certainly we have no desire to turn back time and revert to old and archaic ways of doing things. Life as we know it changes. God’s Word does not. Yet, we ask the question, “How can the record of God’s words and deeds over 4,000 years help us, who live in a world of laser guided, stealth technology and bio-medical ethics? The answer lies in what James tells us is the immutable attribute of God. The world changes, but God does not.
Consider Psalm 102: 25-27, “Long ago you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you will endure; they will wear out like a garment. You change them like clothing, and they will pass away; but you are the same, and your years have no end.”

God’s word never changes! “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever” Isaiah 40:8. 
High up on the mountainside, overlooking the ancient city of Antioch, is a cavern, where, according to tradition, the early Christian disciples used to meet, and where Peter preached to them. Standing in front of that cavern one looks down upon the city with its mosques and minarets, its markets and bazaars, the great water wheels going slowly around, the gigantic plane trees, with the branched bending over in the afternoon breeze, and the Orontes River, cold and gray from the snow of the mountains, is flowing through the city. That river has been ever changing from hour to hour, from day to day, year to year, and from age to age, like the humanity that has crossed those bridges over it from the days Chrysostom down to the present hour. But the mountain which looks down upon it is just the same when Peter and the first disciples in Antioch met there to break bread and praise the name of their Redeemer. So Christ looks down upon the ever-changing stream of human history. 
Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” The major theme of the book of Hebrews is the immutable, never changing nature of Jesus. Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself on the cross, once and for all, to bear the sins of many. 
Christ is never changing in his person, Christ is never changing as a teacher of the divine truth, and Christ is never changing as the Redeemer from Sin! These are the truths. This is the Christ for you and for me. He is the same yesterday. He is the same today, and He is the same forever.
I. Christ never changing person. He was the same before the mountains were brought forth, or even when the earth was formed. He was the same when Abraham rejoiced and Moses wrote for Him. He was the same when Balaam, the prophet, standing on the mountain peak in Moab and cried out, “I shall see him, but not now; I shall behold him, but not now; there shall come a star out of Jacob, a scepter shall rise out of Israel” (Num 24:17).
He was the same when He was transfigured in glory on the mount, when He was betrayed and spat upon and crowned with thorns and hung upon a cross between two thieves. He was the same when He rose again from the dead and ascended into heaven and poured out the Holy Spirit on the church. He was the same when the dying Stephen saw Him standing at the right hand of God. He was the same for generations and generations of people. He was the same when your mothers and fathers told you about Christ. He was the same when you found out his gracious love and mercy. The same today that He was yesterday!
II. Christ the never changing Teacher. Which one of these truths has become obsolete or outmoded, no longer applicable? “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,” “Lead us not into temptation,” “It is more blessed to give than receive,” “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Which one of these sayings is obsolete today?

Christ has stood the severest tests, the test of time! What he taught on the dusty roads of Galilee He teaches today in tens of thousands of places today. As long as our hearts has passions, the words of Jesus will speak to our souls. Jesus says, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away” Matthew 24:35.
When John saw Jesus in his great vision on the isle of Patmos, standing in the midst of the seven candlesticks, with the seven stars in His right hand, and His countenance flaming like the sun, and fell at His feet as one dead, Jesus lifted Him up and said, “Fear not, for I am the first and the last; I am He that lives, and was dead; and, behold, I live evermore…” (Revelation 1:18).
Who can show us any good? Jesus is the way, and the truth. He teaches us that those who believe in Him will not die but have everlasting life.
III. Christ is our never changing Redeemer from Sin! The cross is at the center. The cross is the eternal fact looking backwards, as well as the eternal fact looking forward. It is Christ that Peter cries out and says, “Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood…be glory and dominion forever and ever” (1 Peter 4:11).
The question for us is where shall we go? I will go and ask Abraham: “Abraham, who rejoiced to see Christ’s day, and whose offering of Isaac on the mount foreshadowed His death on the cross?”  Or I will go to Moses and say, “Moses, is this the One you wrote about, tell me is He the One to put my trust in?” And with one voice, they answer, Abraham from Mount Moriah, and Moses from Mount Sinai, “He is the same.”
I will go to David, “Is the Christ whose kingdom you said would be an everlasting kingdom, and would stretch from sea to sea and from the river unto the ends of the earth, the Christ in whom I have put my trust?” And with the music of the psalms, David answers, “He is the same!”
I will go to the great prophet Isaiah and I will ask him, “Isaiah, that suffering and triumphant Christ whose portrait you painted, who was wounded for my transgressions and bruised for my iniquities, who was numbered with the transgressors, is He the Christ in whom I have put my trust?” And the prophet answers, “He is the same!”
I will go to Paul, the one who persecuted Christians, and ask him, “Paul, you committed you entire life after that experience on the road of seeing the glory of Christ before you, and put your life into peril for His sake, is He the Christ that I have committed my soul?” And Paul answers, “He is the same!”
I will go to the their on the cross, and I will ask him, “You, who at first, reviled Him when you hung on his side on the cross, and then repenting, said to Him, “Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom; and you heard Him respond, Today, you shall be with me in paradise.” And with the voice which only the redeemed can speak, the dying but now forever living answers, “He is the same!”
This is the Christ for you and for me. He is the same forever. Here is the Christ for us tomorrow. Whatever tomorrow brings, wherever tomorrow takes us, into the unknown territory we can pass in safety and peace, for our Lord will be there to meet us. Jesus will say to us, “I will never leave you, nor forsake you!”
Change indeed is never easy! The good news for us this morning though is that in a changing world, Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever, and for me!
Amen.
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