


July 4, 2010 Sermon
“The Harvest is Ripe!”
John 4: 36-39
You may not recognize the name of Edward Kimble but he is responsible for literally millions of people hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ. He was not a preacher or a pastor, nor a seminary professor, he was a lay person. He taught Sunday school and there was a young man in that class who worked at a shoe store. He would visit that young man and loved him and they love of Christ between the two blossomed. That young man’s name was Dwight Moody who became a great evangelist who sowed for Christ and helped people come to know the Savior! 
Moody preached in England and a man by the name of F. B. Meyer was touched by God at a crusade where Moody preached.  He changed his life and ministry. F.B. Myer came to America and was a guest preacher at an event when a young seminary student heard Myer preach. His heart was set on fire and he became an evangelist that went around the country preaching.

Someone once said that there are four things that never return-a spoken word---a sped arrow—a past life and a neglected opportunity. Jesus challenged his disciples then, and He challenges us today and says, “Lift up your eyes and look on the fields. See with the eye of faith and see the tremendous opportunity.”
As we gather this morning on this, the fourth of July, think about the opportunities that were before our founding fathers.  In 1813 John Adams wrote in his diary, “Suppose a nation in some distant Region should take the Bible for their only law Book, and every member would be obliged in conscience, to temperance frugality, and industry; to justice, kindness and charity towards fellow men; and to piety, love and reverence toward Almighty God…What a Eutopia, what a paradise this region would be.”
 In his second annual message to Congress in 1818, James Monroe, 5th U.S. President wrote, “When we view the blessings with which our country has been favored, those which we now enjoy, and the means which we possess of handing them down unimpaired to our latest posterity, our attention is irresistibly drawn to the source from whence they flow. Let us then unite in offering our most grateful acknowledgements for these blessings to the Divine Author of All Good.”
On this, the fourth of July we are reminded of all those who stood for freedom, who followed the example of Jesus Christ, both in the physical world as well as in the spiritual! Jesus challenges us to see with the eye of faith and to see that before us the harvest is ripe. As we consider the passage of scripture this morning the text tells us that we have to be a visionary people. Then the passage talks about this harvest. Jesus was talking about the people whose hearts were hungry for God. Jesus was saying that there all people all around us who are hungry for God if only we open our eyes and see with a spiritual vision. 
I believe our forefathers were visionary in the sense that they saw this country founded on the principles of justice, compassion and kindness based on the teachings of Jesus. The disciples said it is supper time and we are hungry, but Jesus said, “Here we are in Samaria and there are people all around me who need salvation.”  Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.” Jesus had an appetite of the spirit. Jesus wanted to fulfill the Father’s will and to finish His Father’s work. 


I. Jesus wanted to fulfill the Father’s Will
In verse 34, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me…” Notice that Jesus did not say that He came to study about God’s will, nor to memorize it. He did not come to analyze God’s will. Rather, Jesus came to do God’s will. Now all of us know that when Jesus came into this world, He fulfilled the Father’s will. He did not win the victory on Calvary! Jesus did not win the victory at the cross where He died or at the tomb where He was raised.  Jesus won the victory in the Garden of Gethsemane when he prayed, “Father, not my will, but Thy will be done.”
 That is what God asks of us this morning. God asks us that we do His will! The Apostle Paul tells Timothy to pray for everyone—for kings and all those in authority that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men and women to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). That is the will of God. God’s will for us is also found in Acts 1:8, when the risen Lord tells His followers that when they will receive the Holy Spirit “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” That is the will of God for our lives, which is to do the Father’s will by reaching out to others who need Jesus Christ.

II. Jesus wanted to finish the Father’s Work
Again, verse 34 says, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work.” When Jesus died on the cross, He cried these words, “It is finished!” Salvation’s plan that was set in motion by Jesus was done. The price for our sin had been paid. The prophecy of the Old Testament was fulfilled. Jesus did the will of God and He finished the work of redemption on the cross.
God wants us to finish our work! Jesus’ work was to finish the work of redemption. His work was to die on the cross so that we may be saved. Our work is to finish the work of telling people about Jesus and about the cross so that others may know the power of His salvation! Our work is not done until Jesus comes again, which is a time we do not know, or until God calls us to heaven.
Here is the food that sustained Jesus. This is what kept Him going. This is what caused Him to overlook all the insults, all the abuses, all the hardship that he had to go through. Jesus said, “It is to fulfill the Father’s will and finish the Father’s work”
Notice in verse 35, Jesus says, “…there are four months and then comes the harvest.” Jesus said there had been some planting done by the prophets. The word of God had already been sown. The people were ready to receive the gospel, “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” Basically, Jesus is telling us that we need to get our heads out of the sand and lift up our eyes and look around us. There are opportunities all around us to do the will of God, to touch the lives of others for God and to reach people for God.
If we have the vision, there is tremendous potential! I believe that was the vision of our founding fathers.  When we look at what is around us, our hearts ought to be stirred. Our hearts ought to be moved because there are people hurting, broken, and wounded and they need someone to reach out in love.
In Matthew 9:36, we see that Jesus “when he saw the multitudes was moved with compassion on them for they fainted and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd.” Notice what satisfied Jesus. Notice from the text the fruit that Jesus tells us will give life. 
A. Fruit that Lasts
In verse 36, Jesus tells us there will be fruit that lasts. “They who reap, receives wages and gathers fruit for eternal life.” God doesn’t expect you and me to work for nothing. God pays tremendous benefits. The old adage is true, “Only one life, it will soon past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 

I heard a story about a young man who had a job and his boss wanted him to work on Sunday. He said to the young man, “Why can’t you work on Sunday?” “Well sir, I serve the Lord on Sunday. I teach a Sunday school class on Sunday and help with the youth.” His boss said, “I am going to give you 20 bucks an hour. How much are they going to pay you at the church?” The young man responded, “Well, the pay isn’t too good, but the benefits are tremendous.”
Jesus said, “They who reap will receive wages and gather fruit for eternal life.”
B. Fruit that Lifts
Again, in verse 36, Jesus says that both the ones who sow and the ones who reap will rejoice together.  God uses the gifts and abilities in the way He made each of us to reach others for Christ. There are people you can reach that I can’t. There are people I can reach and you can’t. Now, there may be some saying that I am not comfortable giving witness, inviting people to church or leading a person to Christ. But, you can sow the seed. Where you work, you can sow the seed. We can live the Christian life before others. 
Jesus said that when the harvest comes in, it is not because of one person who went out and led and was actually a part of helping a person receive Christ. Jesus said that it is because there’s been a lot of sowing. There’s been a lot of cultivation done. There has been a lot that’s gone on before the harvest can come in. Jesus said that everybody’s a part of it, and that we will be able to rejoice together. 
Those that sow and those that reap will rejoice together in what God has done!
C. Fruit that Links
Not only is it fruit that last, and fruit that lifts, but it is fruit that links. It links us with Jesus and it links us with eternity. Those who sow and those who reap are of equal importance.

Remember Edward Kimble and the influences he had on Dwight Moody, who influenced Meyer? A man by the name Moriciah Ham came to know Christ from Myer. God called Ham to preach and he came to Charlotte, North Carolina for a city wide crusade. There were two teenage boys who heard the message. They thought they would go the revival and see what was going on. They didn’t care much for religion but thought they might meet some girls there. They came to the revival and saw there were no seats and they were about to walk out the door when an usher stopped them and said, “Boys don’t leave. I’ll find you a seat.” He found them a seat in the choir. They listened to the message and when the invitation was given, those two boys felt the conviction of the spirit and they walked down the sawdust trail and accepted Christ as their Savior. One was named Grady Wilson who became a preacher and the other was Billy Graham. 

Edward Kimball, you never heard of, but had it not been for Edward Kimball, looking on the fields that were ripe for harvest and sowing the seed, Billy Graham may never have been saved. That is the fruit that links.

God can use you and me and bless us if we would be visionary enough to realize the tremendous potential that God has, but it is going to take everyone one of us to do our parts, being available to God, being dependable and willing to be what God wants us to be, being willing to work together that we may have fruit that remains fruit that brings eternal life.

I believe our founding fathers had that in mind when they felt blessed enough to realize the potential that God had given to them. Patrick Henry said it best, “It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on religions but on the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this very reason peoples of other faiths have been afforded asylum, prosperity, and freedom of worship here.”  May we be challenged to live lives that glorify our Savior and may we be a blessing in Christ’s name in someone’s life today!

Amen.

Dear Lord, 
There is no greater feeling of liberation than to experience this freedom from sin and death that you have provided for me through Jesus Christ. Today my heart and my soul are free to praise you. For this I am very thankful. 
On this Independence Day I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my freedom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not take my freedom, both physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always remember that my freedom was purchased at a very high price! My freedom cost others their very lives. 
Lord, today bless those who have served and continue to give their lives for my freedom. With favor and bounty meet their needs and watch over their families. 
Help me to live my life in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a blessing in someone else's life today, and grant me the opportunity to lead others into the freedom that can be found in knowing Christ. 
Amen 
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