


July 11, 2010 Sermon

How do you love your neighbor as yourself? 
A seminary professor scheduled his students to preach on the parable of the Good Samaritan. Each student, one at a time, had to walk down a certain corridor of the seminary and pass by a person in need, who was deliberately planted there.  We will talk about what happened later in the sermon.

For now, though, what would you do? When you look at people around you, what do you see? Do you see somebody that is going to make you stop, and you don’t have time to stop, so you are irritated at the person? Or do you see someone in need? Over the last few weeks, I have been addressing the issue of opportunity and to be more Christ-like. In fact, the Apostle Paul instructed Timothy that he should discipline himself for the very purpose of becoming more like Christ. “For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the Word of God and prayer. If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and the good teaching that you have followed” (1 Timothy 4: 4-6).
This morning we are going to answer the question, “How do you love your neighbor as yourself?” We will consider what Jesus had to say as he addresses an important issue in the life of discipleship-Need! I believe we have to see the need, feel the need, meet the need and follow up on the need. I believe service is crucial to us becoming more Christ-like. I am not saying that prayer, Bible reading, giving and worship are not important, because they are. Service is also important to you and me becoming more Christ-like. You know the saying, “When you need a neighbor, State Farm is there.” This morning, when we leave this place, I want you to remember, “When you need a neighbor, fill in your name, will be there! If we are not serving, we grow stagnant and cynical. 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Applications
1. See the Need
“Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.”
It is interesting how these three individuals can look at the same situation and have three different views. As a master storyteller, Jesus specifically used these three individuals to drive home an important point. The first two men who came upon the accident were a priest and a Levite; both very religious men. Surely the lawyer expected Jesus to say that they were the ones who would see his need.

Rather than seeing a man who need help, they saw him as an intrusion either upon their schedule or upon their need to keep themselves ceremonially clean, thus not jeopardizing their ministry. The very fact that these two passed the man on the other side shows that they tried to distance themselves from either becoming impure or involved, or both. 

They put the rules, rituals and religion above the needs of this man. Do you see the needs of people around you? Or do you move across the road and ignore the cries for help, perhaps thinking that someone else would come and help. So, to be a good neighbor, we have to see the need. But, it is not enough to just see the need, but we have to feel the need.

2. Feel the Need
Notice what Jesus said to the Samaritan. “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion.” The word “compassion” means “to make the bowels yearn.” One translation reads, “his heart went out to him.”

Remember President Clinton’s phrase, “I feel your pain.” Have you ever felt someone’s pain? Ever been psychologically affected by someone else’s situation? Jesus felt that on many occasions. Remember Matthew 9:36, “When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd”. Or in Matthew, 14:14, “When He went ashore He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them and healed their sick.” In Luke 7:13, “And when the Lord saw her (a mother whose son had died), He had compassion on her and said, “Do not weep.”

Ever see pictures of malnourished children? Does it make you have compassion? Ever see people who come into health clinics who could not afford health insurance? Does it make your bowels yearn? Does your heart break over people who are without Christ and in need of a Savior?

Do you “see” people as Jesus saw them?  May we pray that God breaks our hearts over the things that break His heart and allow us to feel “compassion.”  It is not enough to just feel the need, you have to meet the need.
3. Meet the Need
That’s what serving is-meeting the needs. Notice what the Samaritan did. “He went to him and bound his wounds, pouring oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to the inn and took care of him.” 

We have to serve, instead of expecting to be served. Remember in Matthew 20:28, “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life for ransom for many.” 

We cannot expect people who are hurting just to show up out our church. We’ve got to go and get them. Did it take him time? Yes! Did it delay his journey? Yes! Did it cost something personally? Yes! Did he get his hands dirty? Yes. But that did not matter to him because he had compassion on the man who was in need.

Matthew 25 speaks to that issue: “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, and I was sick and you visited me, and I was in prison, and you came to see me.”

Then the righteous will answer, “When did we do all those things to you?” And Jesus will say, “…as you did it to the least of these, you did it for me.”
Imagine that; when we serve the hungry, homeless, and poor, we are actually serving Christ.

To be a good neighbor, we have to meet the need. But lastly, we need to follow-up on the need.

4. Follow-up on the Need
Notice verse 35, “And the next day he took out two silver coins, and them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said. And when I return I will reimburse you for any extra expense you have.’”

He didn’t drop the man off and then leave, and then wait for someone else to come and take it from there. He followed up on the needs of the man.

I often wonder how many times we see people in need as “projects” instead of “people?” We simply meet their needs but not show them how they can meet their needs. Remember the phrase, “Give a person a fish and you have fed them for a day. Show them how to fish and you feed them for a lifetime.” 

Think about this-Could it be that we need to take the cup of cold water in Jesus’ name first? Could it be that we show them how much we care before we show them how much we know? Could it be that we could actually have a relationship with them and become more of a guide for them on their spiritual journey? 

Think about this-Jesus could have told the lawyer that to fulfill the second command of loving your neighbor as yourself was to share the gospel with them. But instead, Jesus says, “Like a good neighbor, Mike, meet their needs!” 

Remember the professor who had his students walk down a certain corridor and pass by someone in need. The percentage of those who stopped was extremely low; especially for those who were under extreme time pressure. Rushing to prepare their message on the Good Samaritan, they had walked passed the person in need, which was the heart of the parable they were about to preach.

When we look at people around us, what do we see? An inconvenience of our time to stop, or do we see a person in need?

Maybe one way that we can share the gospel of Jesus is to serve people and along the way share with them their greatest need-Jesus Christ!”

 Amen.
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