


August 29, 2010 Sermon
How Great Is our God!
Robert Wells wrote a book entitled, “Is a Blue Whale the Biggest Thing There Is?” It is a children’s book to understand how really big the universe is. Think about this-the largest animal on the earth is the blue whale. But it is not as large as the highest mountain. 
Mount Everest isn’t anywhere as big as the earth. The earth isn’t anywhere as big as the sun. But the sun isn’t as big as a red, giant star called Antares. You could fit a million of our suns inside of Antares. But Antares isn’t anywhere as big as the Milky Way, because there are billions of stars that make it up. 
In the Psalm we are told that it was God that created it all, spoke it all and sustains it all, and I do not think there is anything as large as our God! “How Great Is our God!”
God knows who we are, God knows what we think, and God is with me and you! God knows our stories, God knows our dreams, and God wants to be in us!
God knows who we are! 
There is a story I heard this week about a prosecuting attorney in a small town who was trying a case. He called his first witness an elderly woman, who had lived in the town all of her life and happened to be the nosiest gossip around. “Mrs. Jones, do you know me.” She said, “Why yes, Mr. Williams, I know you. I’ve known you since you were a boy. He smiled until she said, “And frankly you have been a bit of a disappointment to me. You lie. You manipulate people. You charge far too much for your services. And you cheat on your wife.”
The lawyer was stunned. Not knowing what else to do he pointed across the room and said, “Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney.” She said. “Yes, I know him. I’ve known him since he was a kid. In fact I used to baby sit him for his parents. He also was a tremendous disappointment to me. He cheated his way through law school. He has a drinking problem and he is the most crooked lawyer in the state.”
At this point the judge’s gavel came down with a tremendous boom and he said, “Silence! I want both counsels to approach the bench.” When they got there, in a very quiet voice he said, “If either one of you ask her if she knows me I’ll jail you both for contempt of court.”
God knows us! In Psalm 136:1 says, “Oh Lord you have searched me and known me.” The Hebrew word for “search” literally means to “pierce through” or to “dig.” In other words, God can see right through us. 
His vision can pierce the hardest heart and see deep into our very soul. God knows we are not perfect. And yet, that same God who knows me has given me Christ who loved me and gave himself for me, who was written my name on the palms of His hands, who brought praises and doxologies from the lips of the apostles and the martyrs like Peter and Stephen and Paul, who overturned the altars in the pagan temples, who broke the shackles of the slaves, who has inspired a never-ending hymn of praise and love from His followers, who warm the hearts of those who can say, “My beloved is mine, and I am His.” 
Jesus knows me. “Remember me when you go into your kingdom,” says the battered and broken thief on the cross. And he heard Jesus answer, “Today you shall be with me in paradise.” This is the Christ I worship because He knows my name. This is the Christ I pray to everyday for guidance and strength, because He knows my name. This is the Christ I will praise and tell Him that I owe my life and breathe to Him. “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.
This is the Christ who knows us. We may have fears this morning, Christ knows them! Our burdens, our disappointments, our loneliness, our sorrows, our thorns in our flesh! Here is the Christ that knows us and calls us to “Come to Me!”
God also knows what we think.
 Verse 2 in the New American Standard Bible says this. “You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you understand my thought from afar.” “I know what you are thinking?” says a friend. And in most instances they know you inside and out and know that something might not be right. God knows what we are thinking; God knows what we are struggling with in our lives; God knows that we have not been the greatest in turning to Him for help!
Can you believe that your God-given dreams will be kept alive as you believe the promise of God? Sometimes we say this, “I feel that God is leading me to a certain job, or to a certain decision. Knowing that God is with us and knows everything that we think we cannot live by feelings but by faith in the promises of God. Beth Moore encourages everyone to make a five statement pledge of faith: 
(1) God is who He says He is
(2) God can do what God says He can do
(3) I am who God says I am
(4) I can do all things through Christ
(5) And God’s word is alive and active in me
What do you think this morning? What motivates you to get up and get going? If you want to make sure that your dreams are alive, make God the center of your life. When God promised to Caleb the Promised Land, Caleb believed God would be faithful to His Word. God knows what you are thinking right now, and He wants you to ask Jesus to come into your life!
God is With Us
Listen to the question David asked in verse 7. “Where can I go from your Spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence?” Yogi Berra once made a great observation. He said, “I have noticed that everywhere I go-there I am.” Everywhere we go there God is! Think about this-God never has to go anywhere, because wherever anywhere is-God is already there.
No matter ho far we try and run from God for David says, “If I take the wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there your Hand will lead me, and Your right hand will lay hold of me.”
Every time we feel the strain of life whether it is some physical ailment that has made us stop in our tracks; God is there! Whether it is a broken relationship that you feel left all alone, there is nothing that can take you from the presence of the God. Listen to these words again from Psalm 139: 11-12, “”If I say, ‘Surely darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me will be night,’ even the darkness is not dark to you, and the night is as bright as day Darkness and light are alike to you.”
God is so high you cannot get over Him!
God is wide you cannot get around Him! 
God cannot lie. God cannot do wrong. God cannot tempt other people to do wrong.
David does not talk about large animals, the stars, the sun, the moon, the galaxies or the universe. Instead he simply points to the human body and says, “For you formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb.” (NASB)
My inner parts are not hidden from You! God’s eyes have seen my unformed substance, “I will give you thanks, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are your works, and my soul knows it very well.”
This great God not only knows you, but you can know Him if you will place your faith in His Son Jesus Christ. My God is so big that this universe cannot contain Him, but He is so small that He can live in my heart.” Practice His presence with you this week, do not be in a hurry, and walk with God, who walks with us, for the long journey ahead. Like Caleb in the Old Testament, believe God will be faithful to His Word.
Amen. 
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