


Worship-August 22, 2010
When we are at our best!  Making a joyful noise!
Author Pauline Fraser relates a story that happened to her over a decade ago. She and her daughter ducked into dimly a lit thrift shop to keep dry from the rain pounding outside. The clerk smiled and said, "Hi, today is stuff-a-bag-day."  Pauline inquired what that meant and the helpful clerk replied, "Stuff as much stuff into the bag and you can have it all for three dollars." Thinking that was a good deal, Pauline and her young daughter began putting "stuff" into the bag. As they wandered around there was an abrupt tug on her hand to get her attention to the shoe section of the store.  Pauline writes, "My daughter shares my weakness for shoes, so we stopped for a minute to look. I let go of her hand and she reached out to touch a pair of shiny black shoes with a strap and silver buckle." 
Her daughter asked, "Buy me?" Pauline told her daughter that they were tap shoes and she wasn't taking tap lessons. But the daughter insisted, so Pauline finally told her to try them on.  Perfect fit!  So they bought them, and her daughter wore them out of the store with a click, click, click all the way down the street.  Continuing their shopping at another store the shoes made the same click, click, click as before, and people turned their heads as they entered the store. 
As the clicking continued some shoppers gave a disapproving stare, but for Pauline it was music to her ears. One lady approached her and said, "Excuse me, dear. Is your daughter in tap this year?" "No," she replied. "Well, why on earth would you allow her to wear tap shoes, here, of all places, in a store? They make so much noise." 
Pauline told her how wonderful it is to hear. The lady asked, "How can it be wonderful?" Pauline replied, "Because when she was a baby, we were told she would never walk or talk. It has taken a lot of hard work and patience but she asked for the shoes and the click, click, click says that she can walk." 
Her daughter is now 18 and will graduate from high school this year. Pauline states, "It has not always been easy, but it has all been worthwhile. She has taught me that it doesn't matter what others think. They don't walk in your shoes."
It is a privilege to be a part of the church. Our church has both the positives and the negatives. But there is something that makes us good. We need to be the best that we can! It takes a lot of hard work and patience. As some one once said, “The world at its worst needs a church at its best.”
So what makes a good church? When are we at our best? When we see the church as it is described in Acts chapter 11, there are three things that reveal how the church is at its best: when we gather, when we are growing, and when it is Godly.
What does the world see when the church gathers? Unfortunately, too often, all people see when it looks at the church is scandal, division, bickering. We are more concerned about what is in the world than what is in the church. We have people who do not understand the things that we are doing that we end up like the lady telling Pauline, “Why on earth would you allow her to wear tap shoes, here in the store, they make too much noise!” The world at its worst! Or, “Why did we do or not do this in the church!” The church at its worse is when it tries to reinvent itself in an effort to be culturally relevant. We are challenging our standards. We come to church more eager to leave than we are eager to learn.
Certainly, the church is at its best when it gathers. A church is never stronger than when it’s worshipping. In Acts 5, verse 42, says of the early church that “…daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” Did you catch that? Luke tells us that “daily,” or every day of the week, the early believers were meeting. More than once! More and more churches today only offer Sunday worship. Convenience is usually the reason given, but I think it has more to do with apathy and spiritual coldness! It is easier to bicker than to build up! It is easier to complain than to have compassion. It is easier to avoid doing anything than it is to affirm! 
The reality that I would challenge us this morning is that spiritual strength comes when we gather more for worship! The people in the early church not only gathered frequently, but they also were faithful to those frequent assemblies. The sad truth is that many of God’s people are choosing the pillow over the pew, the couch over communion on a Sunday night or Saturday evening. When we look at the church in Acts, the truth that we are confronted with is not only does the church itself need to assemble frequently, but all of us need to be faithful to attending! That is when the church is at its best! 
Strong churches are made up of strong Christians, and strong Christian’s are built through our faithfulness to God’s house. The church is at its best when it gathers!
But is also at its best when it is growing! In Acts 11, verse 26 says, “that for a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught many people.” Notice that they were being enlarged. If we are to reach people with the good news of the gospel, and yet no one ever comes, or the ones that use to come to not come anymore, we are failing as a church. A church is at its best that adds people to the body! Notice that it is not one person! I have known churches to grow, even when they are without a pastor, why? Because they were bringing people to church, and when they were enlightened! 
A church at its best is when the people of God are teaching the Word of God by the Spirit of God through the name of God. Look again at verse 26, notice it says that Barnabas and Saul “taught much people.” It does not say that they “entertained much people.” There is a difference between a crowd and a congregation. A crowd gathers to be entertained. A congregation gathers to be enlightened. The reality is that this responsibility rests as much at the feet of the congregation as it does of the pastors. 
A church that wants to be enlightened is a church filled with people who want to learn. The church at its best when it is gathering and growing! But, notice finally that a church at its best is when it is Godly! Again, consider verse 26 when it says, “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” The title that we now claim for ourselves originated in Antioch. They were first to be called Christians.
It indicates someone who follows and favors Jesus Christ. A Godly church at its best reflects our Savior. Society at that time recognized the name of Jesus and they saw the church of Antioch’s was Christ. Everything they did had something to do with Jesus Christ! Even if it meant that they would be persecuted and put in prison! They did not care as long as they believed that Jesus Christ was their Savior.
Notice Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 2:2, “For I am determined not to know anything among you save, Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” He was all they had to offer the world around them. We need to be the best that we can be as Christians and we need to learn how to take care of each other! We need to make a joyful noise, even if we know that our hearts are breaking. We need to reflect in our lives as we reach out to others that Jesus is Lord.
Will Rogers was known for his laughter, but he also knew how to weep. One day he was entertaining at the Milton H. Berry Institute in Los Angeles, a hospital that specialized in rehabilitating polio victims and people with broken backs and other extreme physical handicaps. Of course, Rogers had everybody laughing, even patients in really bad condition; but then he suddenly left the platform and went to the rest room. Milton Berry followed him to give him a towel; and when he opened the door, he saw Will Rogers leaning against the wall, sobbing like a child. He closed the door, and in a few minutes, Rogers appeared back on the platform, as jovial as before. 
If you want to learn what a person is really like, ask three questions: What makes him laugh? What makes him angry? What makes him weep? These are fairly good tests of character that are especially appropriate for Christian leaders. I hear people saying, 'We need angry leaders today!" or 'The time has come to practice militant Christianity!" Perhaps, but 'the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God" (James 1:20). If we want to know how to be the best church as we gather to proclaim His goodness; as we grow in our understanding of the saving grace of our Lord, and as we reflect the righteousness of God to others! Let us be our best as we do our best to please God this week. 
We spend our time going to church, but God desires us to become the church. It is not a place; it is a people. We are to live to pierce the darkness, to bring about a transformation of everything we come in contact with because we have been undeniably set free. 
Say to the Lord, “God, I'm in your hand. What's your purpose for me?” He wants to shape Christ-likeness in you. All things work together for good to those who love him and are called according to his purpose. That’s you. He wants to shape Christ in you. 

Amen. 
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