Easter Sermon
Easter is about the beginning and end of all things meet.  And this meeting in the garden between Mary Magdalene and Jesus is a lot like a movie scene where we know what is going to happen next, but we hold on with excitement. It’s like a simultaneous secret rendezvous between beginning and end, between body and soul, between person and humanity. We can see Mary backing slowly away from the tomb and bumping into a man she takes to be the gardener. She is so blinded by grief and despair she thinks he is a gardener! Yet, the whole point is that he is the gardener! He is the Lord who made the Garden of Eden, who opened up all of creation as a garden of delight. This is the reunion of all creation, and Mary, in the clumsiness of her grief has stumbled into it. 
This morning we are going to think again about the significance of the resurrection as en event between Mary and Jesus. Mary represents what it means to be lost—walking backwards from the tomb in dismay—when she is met in the most tender way possible-by a good shepherd who knows her by name. “Mary.” Easter is about a secret meeting in the garden. Easter is about the encounter between Mary and Jesus. And Easter here in this garden and with this woman is the focal point for the resurrection of all of us who believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior!
Easter is about a secret meeting in the garden!
There is a reason why the Song of Songs is so important here. Jesus’ death took place at Passover. At each of their five festivals the Jews read one of the shorter Old Testament books, known as the Scrolls. The scroll they read at Passover is the Song of Songs. Repeatedly, the Song of Songs refers to a garden, and represents the garden as a place of secret rendezvous and fertile growth. 
The Arabic word for “garden” is paradise. Paradise means flowing water in the desert, green shoots in dry ground, and lush beauty in the midst of arid wastelands.  Paradise is an oasis in the middle of the scorching, hot desert. Easter is first a glimpse into paradise, because the Easter story begins with a series of events that take place in the garden. In other words, Easter is the moment when the new beginning meets the old beginning.
Genesis gives us the “old beginning” with a man and a woman in a garden. Adam and Eve! There we witnessed intimacy and destiny for all of humanity. All of creation focused on that one relationship. And now at the end, there is another encounter in a garden. This time it is God and his church coming down from heaven as the new Jerusalem.  Jesus meets Mary Magdalene, a man meets a woman, in a garden. Here, on Easter morning, beginning meets end, creation meets completion right here in this resurrection garden. The resurrection of Jesus is the end of the beginning and it’s the beginning of the end. 
 Easter is about the encounter between Jesus and Mary Magdalene
Easter is a reaffirmation of Christmas; the resurrection is the reaffirmation of the incarnation. God is not above flesh and blood-God’s reality is in flesh and blood, now and forever. The old idea that the body is tied to earth and the soul tied us to God has gone. Here in our risen Lord, both heaven and earth are united as never before. 
The encounter between Mary and Jesus shows us the last page of the story, how things will be for all time; but, it also shows us the first page of the story, by placing a man and a woman in the garden, just like Genesis. What an encounter!
Life and death! We are used to controversy between science and religion. We are used to science saying that we are just fragile physical bodies with predictable behaviors and religion saying that we are really immortal souls with a God-given identity. 
Anyone who’s ever kept vigil beside a loved one in an intensive-care unit knows the sights and sounds of that place: the hissing of the ventilator breathing for a patient; the jagged lines of the vital signs on the computer screen; and the plumber’s nightmare-jumble of plastic tubes; some of them containing IVs, and other draining fluids. Everything that science can provide reduces life to a biological equation, a closed system with carefully measured inputs and outputs, so that the medical profession can encourage the patient’s recovery. That is the best our society can manage when it comes to giving life.
But the resurrection of Jesus cuts through that notion. The resurrection tells us so much more about our lives and our final destination. Here is Jesus, utterly physical, scarred and defeated by the agony of the crucifixion, and now so real to Mary that she clings on to him for all she’s worth. He is not an intangible soul—he is the most real and physical thing she has ever touched. And yet, he is the most holy thing too.
Easter is the focal point for all things!
Mary gets it! Initially, she was peering into the empty tomb, looking where the dead ought to be, and she is backing away from the tomb and bumps into a living person. It does not cross her mind it might be Jesus because she knows that Jesus is dead and all she is hoping to find is his body. But the whole point of the resurrection is, this great reunion of body and soul, and she will be the first to witness it. And straightaway she wants to grab Jesus, getting the message that this is truly God in Jesus and this is really flesh and blood.
Jesus has made the long journey to show Himself to Mary, to just one of us. He comes to her tenderly and softly. Because he sought Mary out, I truly believe he will do the same for you and for me. He died to save us all, but he makes a resurrection appearance to each one of us as if we were the only one.
Easter is about a garden! Easter is about the coming together of creation and destiny, body and soul, personal and social. Jesus takes the end and makes a new beginning. Easter fulfills our desire for God and God’s desire for us. And of all of this is disclosed in an encounter between a man and a woman in a garden. 
I wonder this morning whether there may be a secret encounter, a meeting or a rendezvous in a garden, and while God is getting on with the business of bringing together the personal and the social, beginning and end, body and soul, God may be just as busy reconciling the extremes in our lives. 
I wonder if in Jesus’ tender words to Mary we hear a call to bring to harmony the things that are in us. 
I wonder if this Easter morning may not just be a celebration of the way God resurrects all things, but even more a celebration of the way God can reconcile our lives. 
Hear the words of the Song of Songs when he speaks of the beloved in chapter 6: 2-3,
“My lover has gone down to his garden, to the bed of spices, to browse in the garden and gather lilies. I am my lover’s and my love is mine…” 
May we encounter our risen Lord-it could come with a gentle presence, a gentle touch and a gentle word. This is eternal life. This is the garden. This is paradise!  

Amen.



  
