


April 25, 2010 Sermon
“It is not finished”
Luke 24: 44-49
When Jesus died on the cross, He had said something significant, three words in the New Testament that Jesus said. He said concerning the prophecies of Himself and the work that He came to do and the plan of redemption-“It is finished.” Those were the last words of Jesus on the cross. And those words had a profound effect on all those who saw him die that day.
“It is finished,” said the Pharisees as they shook their heads with their smirking smile of approval. They said yes it was finished. They had put to death His doctrine that said He is the Son of God and the Messiah of our nation and the Savior of the world. To them the teachings of Jesus were finished.
It is finished. The women thought. These women followed Jesus and ministered for Him and with Him. They were faithful and courageous as they stood beneath the cross. 
 It is finished. The disciples said. We have left all to follow Him and now He has been shamed by the public and crucified on the cross. And everything we have given up is now lost because the one we thought would be the Savior of the world is finished. It is finished.
They all went about their work and their heads bowed in discouragement and defeat until that time when Jesus appeared in the midst of them. It was no ghost. It was Jesus Himself. He asked for food, He showed them his hands and feet and His side. It was Jesus! It was their Lord. And suddenly they had a new perspective of life. 
In Luke 24:44-49 Jesus opens their eyes and teaches them again. “This is what I told you while I was still with you. Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. Then he opened their minds so that they could understand the scriptures.” And he told them that these things had to take place, “The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name.” And then he tells them to stay in Jerusalem “until you have been clothed with the power on high.” 
There are three important points that Jesus makes in these verses: “This is what I told you,” “This is what was to take place”, and “This will happen to you.” Very active passage because Jesus is setting a new foundation for his followers who now see Jesus in a new light and shows us that He lives! 
Jesus lives to transform lives. In verse 45, Jesus says, “This is what I told you, that they might understand the scriptures.” The disciple’s lives were changed from doubt to assurance, from fear to fidelity, and from travail to transformation! Jesus was teaching them about the power and authority of God and the authority of the Son of God. 
The Apostle Paul says that we are to no longer conform to the pattern of the world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12: 2). We begin to see things in a new perspective when we realize that we do not serve a dead Christ, but a living Savior that will transform the church and his followers. It will transform every need in our lives when we realize that we can trust on the risen living Christ to help in every situation we encounter in life. Jesus lives!
This is what was to take place. In verses 46-47, Jesus said, “This is written. That Christ must suffer and rise from the dead on the third day.” Without the resurrection there would be no gospel to share. Without the resurrection there would be no church, there would be no message that Christ could save no one, help no one, and have no power. Jesus lives to give us this message. Jesus lives and that is what gives us something to share with others. There is a Savior. His death on the cross had to take place in order for us to know that there is hope and life in what Jesus did for us.
This will happen to you. Jesus lives to give us power to serve. Four times Jesus appeared to his disciples after His resurrection, and four definite times He gave them a commission. He gave them specific direction of what they are suppose to do.  In verses 47-48, Jesus said, “and repentance and forgiveness will be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem.” More importantly, Jesus did not give his disciples a commission and then the job without giving us the power to serve. In verse 49, Jesus said, “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” It was the power of the Holy Spirit that would give His disciples the energy they needed to serve their Lord.
Here the disciples gathered and are talking about the resurrection appearances of Jesus Christ. And while there was doubt, Jesus puts all of their doubts to an end, and we read,  “And as they spoke, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’” (Luke 24:36).
What can we learn from this passage that we can take with us this morning? 
First, we realize that Jesus can transform our lives. This is why Easter is not a day on the calendar, it is an experience. It is an experience that transforms lives. It is an experience that makes us look at the world differently. We begin to see things in a new perspective and realize that this is what Jesus had always told us when he was ministering on earth. Jesus can meet our every need.
Second, Jesus tells us that we can trust the Scriptures. And we have the Bible to share. Jesus lives to give us the gospel to share
Third, Jesus gives us the power to share the gospel. The most fatal mistake is to try and do the Lord’s work with the Lord of love, without Jesus living in us, without Jesus empowering us. My friends we don’t know a river without the power. We should not get out of bed and go do what we are suppose to do without first acknowledging the power and love of God in our lives. It is the power of the Holy Spirit that can transform lives!
Jesus lives to give us power to serve. May we let God get a hold of us and use us! It is not finished! If we put to death the teachings of Jesus, then yes it is finished for us! Martin Luther was given sometimes to depression. His wife came to him one time and said, “Martin when did God die?” And he said, “God is not dead.” And then she said, “Why are you acting like God is dead?”
Why should we act as if Jesus is dead? He is alive! He is alive! He is alive! Jesus said I am going to live, I am going to live to receive you to myself. There is encouragement for discouraged people. There is hope for hopeless feeling people and there is help when there is helplessness.

Jesus lives to receive me unto Himself. And that is the greatest experience in this world. Let us rejoice that Jesus is alive and that He touches our lives and calls us to serve others in the power of the Holy Spirit! Let us shout out in victory!
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