Sermon-April 18, 2010
Famed radio and television newscaster Edward R. Murrow was rarely for a loss of words. After visiting a liberated German concentration camp in the aftermath of World War II, he could only say to his listeners: “I pray you believe what I have said about this camp. I have reported what I saw and heard, but only part of it. For most of it I have no words.”
In bringing testimony about the horrors of the concentration camps to Americans who could scarcely believe such things were possible, Murrow could only appeal to his towering journalistic reputation. “Trust me” he was saying, “when I tell you how bad it is.”
When Jesus asks his disciples to share the good news, as they declare what they really believe about him, they are equally at a loss for words. Finally in Matthew, Peter blurts out his famous confession. There are no words that can convince others of this good news. Only testimony, by which Peter says something like this: “Trust me, when I tell you how good a savior we have.” “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16)
I want to invite you to turn in your Bible’s to John 14. For the next three weeks we will be studying the “I Am” sayings of Jesus, these powerful statements of the Lord where He defined who He was and what He came into this world to do.
On Easter Sunday, we proclaimed that Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  Today is one of the greatest statements Jesus made about Himself in John 14:6. His statement was in response to the question raised by Thomas. In these verses in chapter 14, Jesus is talking about heaven and about how He is going there to prepare a place for us. 
He said, “Do not let your heart be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in me. In my Father’s house there are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you so. I am going to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
And that is the question we all have. How can we know the way? How can we know the way to reconciliation and forgiveness?  And then Jesus responds with this powerful statement, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus was telling Thomas and his disciples that He was the way to show us how to be reconciled to God. He said I am the truth to show us how to know and understand God. And He said I am the life to show us how to live with God forever in a place called heaven.
Jesus did not say that just attending church is the way as wonderful as the church truly is. Jesus did not say good works is the way as wonderful as that is for us to maintain. Jesus said “I am the way.” And I want us to see three things this morning; the way we might be saved; the truth that we can have, and the life that is ours, if we so believe!
I. The Way We Might be Saved!
Some people believe that the way to go to heaven is through religion.  Religion is defined by a certain set of beliefs and practices. It is a belief and a practice based on the teachings of a spiritual leader. There are some that believe that the way to heaven is through ritual. In other words they say they are going to heaven because they have been baptized, or that they attended church for the fifty years! Jesus did not say baptism is the way!

Jesus also said that we do not get to heaven just by being good! It is wonderful if we are good people rather than bad! Jesus did not say we are going to heaven based on our goodness! We go to heaven because of Jesus’ goodness and His righteousness!

There is a difference in having religion and belonging to a certain religion and accepting the facts and the truth about Jesus.  It says that we have to know Christ, so we have to give our lives to Christ!

There are times in my life that I know that I have Jesus in my head but not my heart! There are times when I am either filled with pride or I am depressed because I have not been a faithful servant! There are times when I know that God wants me to come and confess and repent of my sins. But, I just shrug it off, and say maybe tomorrow. 

Tomorrow passes, and then the next day, and then the day after that! There have been so many times that I have worried about am I giving the right message, or performing it well, that I forget that I do what I do not to honor me but God! 

There are times in my ministry that I worry about what the other churches are doing-why can’t we get young people to come, or what are other churches saying about us. I even heard someone at the wedding I did the day before Easter, “You should come to our church tomorrow, the music is better there than it is here!”

I cannot tell you how hurt those words made me feel when I heard that person speaking about their church in our sanctuary. I know music is not going to save me, but my relationship with Jesus is the central focus for me!  Jesus is the way. It is not what we do for Him, but what He did for us! Jesus said that I am the way in order that we might be saved.

The Bible teaches us that salvation is not a religion; salvation is a relationship with Jesus Christ. The way to heaven is not through a certain church, or a specific practice or plan. The way to heaven is through a person and His name is Jesus.

II. The Truth that we Can Know
Jesus not only tells us to be saved, He wants us to trust in salvation. He wants us to know that we are saved. So Jesus said I am the truth.
Jesus is the truth because He embodies the incarnate word of God. What does that mean? It means that Jesus was God’s Word in human flesh. Jesus did not come to preach the truth. He was the truth. 
Jesus tells a crowd and his disciples, “What good is it for a person to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their souls?” (Mark 8:36) 
Over 200 years ago, the tomb of the great conqueror Charlemagne was opened. The workmen were shocked by what they saw. His body, sitting upright, was clothed in the most elaborate kingly garments, with a scepter in his bony hand. And on his knees lay the Holy Scriptures, with a lifeless, bony finger pointing to Mark 8:36.
Amazing, right? So often, isn’t it the case that people place more emphasis on what is gained in this world, how successful one becomes, or how much a person has achieved, rather than focusing on their spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ.

Martin Luther wrote, “I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s hand that I still possess.”
There are only two things that endure, the Word of God, and the souls of men and women who put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as their Savior! 
What would it profit us if we knew all the secrets of science and did not know Jesus who is the key to creation? What would it profit you if you knew all the truths of math and we could not add up the worth of our own soul? Jesus said I am the truth and that should make us feel secure!
III. The Life that is Ours if we Believe!

Jesus said, “I am the life!” There are those in life who have no purpose in life, or perhaps the wrong purpose in life. They drift through life aimlessly and without any meaning to their life. Or they climb the ladder of success and then look back and wonder how they are going to get down! Like Solomon who had everything this world could give, there will come a time when they will say that it is all vanity!

Everything about Solomon was the world’s greatest. His gigantic enterprises impressed the world. Yet, the corrupting influences of his wealth, worldly politics, and ignoring the Word of God destroyed the very fabric of his life.

There was no repentance in Solomon’s heart! What happened to Solomon can happen to anyone of us who allows physical pleasures, and riches or anything else that can crowd out our opportunities to give Chris our best!

In the parable of the rich fool, Jesus talks about a rich fool who stores everything and then takes life easy saying, “Eat, drink and be merry.”
“But God said, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you prepared for yourself?’ ‘This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for themselves but is not rich to God.’ (Luke 12: 20-21)

In Conclusion, Christianity is meeting Christ. It is knowing Christ!  So Jesus said I am the way that we might be saved, I am the truth that we might feel secure, and He said I am the life that we might find satisfaction.

To the person who is lost, He is the way. To the person learning, He is the truth, and to the person who is longing, Jesus is life! 
		
